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Partnering Opportunity

Profile Status: Published

Research & Development Request

UK London based business seeks partners for Horizon
2020 application developing Next-Generation Internet

UK start-up developing a decentralised Next-Generation Internet (NGI) platform is seeking partners
with experience, projects and ideas for a H2020 EIC Accelerator (SME Instrument) application to
enter info a research cooperation agreement. The application will seek a range of decentralised
technologies for the benefit of individuals and the rapid digitisation of industry.

Creation Date 03 September 2019
Last Update 06 September 2019
Expiration Date 02 December 2019
Reference RDUK20190710001
Public Link https://een.ec.europa.eu/tools/services/PRO/Profile/Detail/197aaab6-3717-

4b01-9ded-86666a26d6e9

Details

Description

The overall aim is to accelerate the mainstream adoption of a decentralised, Next-Generation
Internet (NGI) that will be of benefit to individuals and industry. This will be achieved initially
through the development of a decentralised NGI platform by seeking collaborators and
contractors to enter into a research cooperation agreement as part of a H2020 EIC Accelerator
(SME Instrument) - Phase 2 application. This will support EU Regulation 2015/2120 that
specifically requires technology and protocols are developed to ensure that there is no
“blocking, throttling or discrimination of internet traffic by Internet Service Providers (ISPs) in the
EU".

The reality is, blockchain is a ten-year-old technology that has yet to come close to finding
mainstream adoption or successfully completing any large-scale public use cases that
demonstrate the technology being foundational for an NGI. The start-up and their partner’s work
will seek to redress this by evolving the direction blockchain/DLT (distributed ledger technology)
development is taking, whilst urgently and rapidly delivering decentralised technology for
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mainstream public adoption. It is the companies’ view that for mainstream adoption to occur as
part of an NGI, two conditions need to be met:

1) Foundational decentralised technology needs to be developed that is agent-centric and not
system-centric (all current blockchains are system-centric, hence negating claims to true
“decentralisation"). The technology partner sought will have built this tech.

2) The agent-centric nature of 100% decentralised data storage must be matched in the form of
a publicly accessible “user layer” that allows for 100% decentralised data distribution. The
company is building this “user layer” tech.

In the context of the above conditions, the radically new piece of decentralised tech provides a
Netscape-like “user layer” for the new partner's decentralised foundational technology in the
same way Netscape provided a “user layer” for HTML internet in 1996 (which is the stage they
see blockchain stuck in at the moment).

The UK start-up is looking to submit a project proposal for a Horizon 2020 EIC Accelerator
(SME Instrument) - Phase 2 to finance Research and Development towards the integration and
prototyping phase over a period of 24 months, with partnerships potentially continued into the
MVP (Minimum Viable Product) phase and ICO (Initial Coin Offering) roll out as well as the
potential for further joint working and funding.

The deadline for expressions of interest is 30 November 2019 and call deadline is 8 January
2020.

Stage of Development

Concept stage

Keywords

Technology

01002009 Peripherals Technologies (Mass Data Storage, Displays)
01002013 Smart cards and access systems

01006003 Mobile Communications

01006013 Communications Protocols, Interoperability
04001003 Storage of electricity, batteries

Market

01006005 Other communications (not elsewhere classified)
NACE

J.63.9.9 Other information service activities n.e.c.
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Network Contact

Issuing Partner
ZACHODNIOPOMORSKI UNIWERSYTET TECHNOLOGICZNY W SZCZECINIE

Contact Person
Pawel Zebrowski

Phone Number
+48 91 449 43 64

Email
pzebrowski@zut.edu.pl

Open for EOl :  Yes

Client

Type and Size of Organisation Behind the Profile
Industry SME <= 10

Year Established
0

Turnover
<1M
Already Engaged in Trans-National Cooperation

No.

Languages Spoken
English

Client Country
United Kingdom

Partner Sought
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Type and Role of Partner Sought

The bid requires a range of partners. The Start-up is seeking partners from all across industry
and research that wish to research, build or develop their decentralised projects with a view to
rapid prototyping, scaling or deployment as part of their foundational solution. The start-up
strongly feels that this is the fastest way to not only prove the viability of their solution but deliver
this and their partner's solutions to the market for urgent and rapid mainstream adoption by
individuals and industry.

The start-up would, therefore, encourage anyone researching and developing, or considering
Research and Development of such tech to contact the start-up and they will supply technical
documentation in order that they can together explore compatibility and synergy as regards their
technologies, aims, and goals.

Possible bid partners could include (but is not limited to) partners with experience and ideas
across a wide variety of potential decentralised technology applications — including telephone
companies, Payment Service Providers, supply chains, etc.

Type and Size of Parther Sought
SME 11-50,University,R&D Institution,SME <10,SME 51-250

Type of Partnership Considered
Research cooperation agreement

Program - Call

Framework Program
H2020

Call title and identifier

SME instrument - H2020-EIC-SMEInst-2018-2020
SME Instrument (grant only and blended finance) [ SME-2b ]

Submission and evaluation scheme
Multiple cut off dates for submission, single-stage submission scheme

Coordinator Required
No

Deadline for EOI
02 Dec 2019

Deadline of the Call
08 Jan 2020

Project Duration
104 week(s)

Weblink to the Call
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/eic-accelerator-pilot

Page 51 of 60
Printed: 01 October 2019 m

Ref: RDUK20190710001



